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Zenobia Q. Lanchester 

^ Ruler of the 
m Militant Nation, 
I she wants to 
9 seeValbanill 
H destroyed. Her 
9 people call her 
• the Little Queen. 


from the Crowd 
Powers, she 
tried and failed 
to kill Cecily. 
Cecily asked for 


A Demon Blade 
who can create 
black flame and 
turn into a flam- 
berge. Belongs 
to Siegfried. 


The “Demon Blade” of wind. 

A demon “born” at the end of the 
Valbanill War, she normally walks 
about as a human woman. However, 
she can turn into a rapier at will. 


Siegfried 

Knight Captain 
of the Empire. 

He uses Demon 
Pacts and keeps 
inhumans as 
pets. 


A proficient swordsman who uses 
an unusual blade called a “katana.” 
Pessimistic and world-weary, 
he runs his own smithy. 


A young lady knight who is part of 
the Knight Guard, charged with 
defending the independent trade 
city of Housman. Ex-nobility, 
she has a strong sense of justice. 


The assistant who lives and works 
at Luke’s smithy. Innocent and 
carefree, she loves talking with 
everyone. She says she is only 
three years old. 


Powers 


' 





















J In hope of perfecting the Sacred 
Blade, Cecily and the others traveled 
to the Militant Nation for an exchange 
of crafting techniques. During their 
journey, Cecily was attacked by an 
assassin from the Crowd Powers. 

Luke saved her in time, but the 
incident drove home to Cecily how 
much stronger she must become. ^ 


MY VISION 
IN MY 
RIGHT BYB 
IS FARING. 


BBFORB LONG, 
I'UGO 
COMPLBTBLY 
BUNR. 


A, 




W = Talks between the two nations were proceeding 
smoothly until a messenger from the Empire suddenly 
arrived, declaring that the Empire and the Crowd Powers 
had merged. The resulting Imperial Crowd Power now 
controls over two-thirds of the continent. The messenger then 
proposed a minor “skirmish” to determine which nation would, 
hold the rights to profit from the destruction of Valbanill. X 


Decades ago, a great war raged across 
the continent. Called the “Valbanill War,” it saw 
the widespread use of powerful Demon Pacts. 

Forty-four years later, a young lady knight 
named Cecily Campbell meets a mysterious 
blacksmith named Luke Ainsworth, and asks 
him to forge for her a sword. 


j The “skirmish” pitted the Militant 
Nation’s elite anti-Valbanill units 
against Siegfried’s inhuman weap- 
ons-and it was no contest. The 
inhumans tore through the Militant 
Nation’s soldiers like a whirlwind, 
killing everyone they touched. 
However, Cecily and Aria-along with 
Luke wielding his latest Sacred Blade 
prototype-stepped in and turned the , 
bloody battle into a stalemate. _jX 


After arriving at the Militant Nation’s 
capital, Cecily and Luke split up. Cecily 
found a warm reception from the “Little 
Queen” Zenobia, white Luke faced cold 
rejection from the master smith and his 
team. To make matters worse, Luke 
revealed to Lisa that he is steadily 
losing the sight in his one remaining 
eye, thanks to using Lisa’s demon 
powers. But Luke refused to give up, 
and in the face of both Luke and Lisa’s 
passionate pleas, the master smith 
relented and agreed to help Luke. X 
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WH- 

WHATS 

HAPPEN¬ 

ING?/ 


THE 

GROUND.../ 

ITS 

SHAKING// 


IN THE 
44 YEARS 
SINCE THE 
FOUNDING 
OF THE 
CITY... 


A WAVE OF 
PANIC ANP 
CONFUSION 
BESET THE 
CITIZENS 
OF THE 
INPEPENPENT 
TRAPE CITY. 














































THIS EARTHQUAKE 
MUST BE A SIGN 
OF THE ENQ OF 
THE W0RL9. 

































































I'M NOT 
OOINO 
TO RUN 
ANYMORE. 


60 THAT I 
CAN SEE THE 
ORIGINAL 
SACREP 
SLAPE FOR 
M/SELF/ 


I'M OOINC- 
INTO SLAIR 
VOLCANO... 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE ONLY 
DIRECTION SHE 
KNOWS IS 
BULL-HEADEDLY 
STRAIGHTFORWARD 



HER ENTIRE 
MOTIVATION IS 
HER STUPIDLY 
INTENSE FEAR 
OF SEEING 
OTHER PEOPLE 
GETHURT. 


SHE'S 

SO 

DENSE. 


SHE 
CAN'T 
TAKE 
A HINT 
AT ALL. 



















































































































































































































































APPARENTLY, 
THE CITY 
HASN'T 
BEEN IPLY 
SITTING BY 
BLAIR 
VOLCANO. 


TOPAY THAT 
THE KNIGHT 
CORPS HAS 
BEEN MAKING 
TRIPS INTO THE 
VOLCANO TO 
STRENGTHEN 
THE SEAL 
BINPING 









































mirWeew 

■without® 

Is/mn^t vm 

^THEY'PIPN',T| 

HAYE^THEM 

^sacredM 

a\\ j 3iAve:M 


/ INSTE4P, 
WHAT THEY 
CARRIED... 


THEY SAY MY 
GRANDFATHER'S 
DEMON SLADE 
ms EFFECTIVE 
AGAINST 
VALBANILL 
FOR A TIME. 


4ms MY 
GRANDFATHER- 
£ RIOHT-H4NP 

IP M/4N TO THE 
FIRST HOUSMAN 
/HIMSELF PURINO 
pr THE GREAT 
v mRs- 
WHO HAD BEEN 
TURNER INTO A 
DEMON SLADE 
BY A DEMON 
PACT!! 




mmim 

$ FATHER* 
TRIEPlTO 

lu etWi 

iremon/ 

-FACT// 


^ EVEN 
FATHER.. 


HOWEVER .:. 1 


HIS PEMON 
BLAPE 
TRANSFOR¬ 
MATION 
FAILEP. 


THE OROUP 
MANAOEP TO 
SAVE HIS LIFE, 
BUT SEVERAL 

_.OF HIS 

INTERNAL 
OROANS WERE? 
PEVOUREP BY 
SPIRITS. FOR 
WHAT 

amountep to- 

NO REASON 
AT ALL. A 
















































THAT'S 
NOT A 
SPELL... 

rrs a 
CURSE/ 


THAT 
MEANS 
CECIL/ IS 
A HUMAN 
SACRIFICE/ 


WHY 
DIDN'T 
you STOP 
THEM, 
YOU 
STUPID 
OLD 
MAN?/ 













HOW 
COUl P 

you 

po 

THAT 

TO 

H£R?/ 


UNGH! 










THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHY m 
NEEP THE 
TRUE 
SACREP 
0L/APE, 
BOY! 


my vo you 

THINK THE 
SACREP 
SLAVE'S 
STANP-IN IS 
CALLEP THE 
"SHEATH"?/ 


WW/ 

WOULD we 
CHOOSE 
THAT AS 
ITS CODE 
WORD?/ 


THINK, 
BOY! 
THINK 
WHAT THAT 
MEANS/ 



f J^W 

P ITS THE ■ 

ONE MERCY H 
THAT PAMN (9 


jjjFyn 




1 OLP MAN H 






\ LEFT H 

1 THINK 


THE ( vH 


/ FOR A 

\ BEHINP... jj 

1 ABOUT 


SACREP 1 VH 


( SHEATH 


1 THAT 


BLAPE HAS l IB 


| REQUIRES 


FORA 

i 1 

THE ABILITY k V 


\ A BLAPE 


1 MINUTE/ 


TO CUT 


\ TO HOLP 




SPIRITS 


\ ANP 

\ CONTAIN/ 

i 


--<1 

ANP PURIFy ■ 
DEMONS... W 




















WHEN OIVEN 
THE PROPER 
SWORP-- 
THE TRUE 
SACREP BLAPE- 
TO CARRY, 
HOUSMAN'S 
SPELL WILL 
BE UNPONE/ 


LUKE 

AINSWORTH, 
you MUST 
COMPLETE 
THE 

SACREP 

BLAPE// 


AS BASIL'S 
SON, ONLY 
you OAN 
BREAK THE 
CURSE ON 
CECILY// 










WAITING FOR 
YOU TO FIN ALLY 
CHOOSE TO 
WALK DOWN 
THE PATH YOU 
MUST TAKE... 











































JESREClMEh I 
IN {SOMEONE. 

itt 'n/c Taj c Mil 


HOWCANk 

SHE 

BELIEVE INI 

SOMEONEl 
SO I 
EASILY? f 











































































































IT'S JUST Nerr 
SOMETHING 
A MAN ON 
HEATH'S 
POORSTEP 
SHOULPPO. 


BUT I CAN 
PROMISE 
THIS... 


THAiT'S WHY 
TWILL 
NEVER GIVE 
VOICE TO 
WHAT I FEEL 
IN MV HEART 
FOR YOU. 


IF IT'S FOR 
HER SAKE, 
THEN I 
PONTM/NP 
EYING. 


THAT I WILL 
GIVE WHAT 
LITTLE IS 
LEFT OF 
MV SOUL 
FOR THIS 
WOMAN. 








SO THESE 
ARE T ME 
"SCARS"... 



IB&BW 

bays me 

chasm me 

FORMEP 
WHEN 
VAL8ANILL 
STOMPEP ITS 
FOOT IN 
ANOER. 

























































NOW IT'S 
TIME FOR 
US TO GO 
HUNTING FOR 
THE "SACREP 
SLAPE'S 
SHEATH." 


WAIT, 

LOOK! 









































SEVERAL HOURS EARLIER... 









































































LUKE... 
















































































































ire an 

HONOR 

TO 

MEET 

YOU! 


GIVEN 

THEIR RECENT 
AGREEMENTS, THE 
MILITANT NATION 
SENT HIM TO THE 
INPEPENPENT 
TRAPE CITY AS 
A LONG-TERM 
—IP UNOFFICIAL— 
AMBASSAPOR. 
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THANK 
YOU , 
MISS 
ARIA. 


AHA! 

YES, 

THAT'S 

THE 

ONE/ 


SKIPPING 
OUT ON 
WORK? I 
THOUGHT IT 
WAS YOUR 
DUTY TO 
OUARP 
CECILY. 


I PIPN'T 
KNOW 
YOU 


THEY 

KNOW 

EACH 


ALLOWEP 
TO BE 
HERE? 


PIP YOU 
TWO HAVE 
A FIOHT? 


I WAS 
BOREP, 
SO I 
PECIPEP 
TO COME 
HELP 
EWAIN. 






























I CAN'T 
TRANSFORM 
INTO A 
SWORD 
ANYMORE... 






























TOPAZ, 
LET'S SET 
BACK TO 
TRAINING/ 


ARE YOU 
SURE 
YOU'RB 
FEEUNO 
UP TO 
THIS? . 


6009 ! 

if you 

PON'T 

MINP, 

THEN- 


HOLP 

THE 

WINP IN 
THESE 
HANPS... 


REACH 

FOR 

THE 

TRUTH. 















I CAN'T 
TRANS¬ 
FORM. 


AFTER THAT, ' 
NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
TIMES I'VE 
RECITER THE 
TRANSFORMATION 
PHRASE, 

IT HASN'T 
WORKER. 


I THINK 
IT'S JUST A 
TEMPORARY 
CONPITION, 
THAT I'M 
STILL TOO 
FATIOUEP, 
BUT... 




i ■ y' H 



. x ikJ 

pM HUM? i 

Ku 

I ARIA? \ \ 


w K 
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IT IS 
LIKELY HE 
ACQUIRED 
HIS TEST 
SUBJECTS 
FROM POOR 
NATIONS. 


THE MAJORITY 
WERE SLAVES 
THAT HE 
80U0HT, AND 


TO USE DEMON 
PACTS, SO 
THAT HE COULD 
EXPERIMENT 
ON THEM. 


MANY, 
MANY OF 
THEM DIED 
DURINO THE 
PROCEDURE, 
I'M SURE. 
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**rva oftiyM 

m S££N4BUm 

WpestroyM. 

WmiNG&mk 


but now..: 

I KNOW I 
CAN ALSO 

CREATE. 







































































































Wi’MWorA 

f f ZU NFANPl 





mm 

LIKE A 
CO W- 
ARP/ 


SURVIVE 


OKAY. 





































































































































































































































YOU AR£ 
REACHING 
TH£ ZW 
0 \F YOUR 
UfZSRAU 
AS A 
SWORR 


































































I THINK IT IS 
WRONO TO 
AUTOMATICALLY 
SENTENCE 
THIS OIRL 
TO DEATH. 


THIS ISN'T 
ABOUT 
FOLLOWING 
ORDERS. 

\ ITS JUST 
\ ACT1NO 
WITHOUT 
] THINKINO. 


yES, WHAT 
SHE DID WAS 
WRONO. 
BUT HER 
MOTIVATION 
WAS PURELY 
I OUT OF 
f CONCERN , 
FOR HER 
HOMELAND. 


THATS 
JUST 
THE 
WAY I 
AM. 


I PROMISED 
MYSELF I 
WOULD SAVE 
EVERYONE 
MY HANDS 
CAN 
REACH. 


I DON'T 
THINK 
YOU DO. 


DO YOU 
ACCEPT 
THAT YOU 
ARE JUST 
ANOTHER 
SLAVE 
OF THE 
EMPIRE? 







































ANOTHER 

EARTH¬ 

QUAKE// 


1/ 7W£ 
f TREMORS 
' ARE 
GETTING 

EVEN 

STRONGER! 


















































































































































































































































































































































































RAZE IT 
ALL TO 
THE 

OROUNP.. 


UNTIL 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
LEFT BUT 
ASHES 
ANP 
PUST. 


MpeR^ifcRowW^Rmm 

&A5TON' BASK&RtillXfcl 


IMPERIAL CROW POWER ARMY 

4 11 ftJZ A &/A : 





































































































































































































































































































































Ilk, 















































MAYBE ' 

-TUusni 

WANTED 
TO PAY 
BACK. 
.WHAT I 
«MowEP f 3 
* her; 


YOU GO 
AW (JET 
US A 
m&OK 
FROM 
THE CIT/. 


I'LL BE 
VWT1N0 
By THE 
SOUTH 
GATE. 













»TO THE 
REP-HAIREP 
KNIOHT--yOUR 
PARTNER WAS 
KIPNAPPEP By 
TH£ OLP CROWP 
POWERS* / 






























































































































































































































































































































HMPH. 
WHAT ARE 
YOU POINO 
OUT HERE, 
CAMPBELL 
OIRL? 


WAS^ 
<SHB 
SBHINP 
ALL 

THIS...?! 




















































































A DEMON 
BLADE?! 







































































































































































































ANP SO... 

WITH THE SITUATION LEFT MIREP IN 
CONFUSION ANP UNCERTAINTY... 

























































































































































































































HONESTLY 


WOULP 
YOU BE 
ABLE TO 
STAY AWAY 
PROM 
HER? 


COULV YOU 
STAND IT, 
SEEING 
HER WITH 
SOMEONE 
ELSE? 




































































ICAN^GOk 
BACK NOW. 

^Z CAN'T" 4 
%CHANGB A 
<tSINGUB 

h 7 ^//V 07 /V.**O 

\THBPASTX 


WHY 

WONT 

you m 

AIRBAVY 


mwmiisiMpiym 

&a\/eiouT M THem 

YttSTkOFjM/JUFEA 

^S9$FLZAlLlNGWm 

TROW£RL£SSiy*?l 


I 

WON'T 
V\t FOR 
NOTHING 

in 


X WON'T 

let you 

TAKE 
My LIFE 
THAT 
EASILY/ 























































OH MY 
GOO... 


































































THB SACZZP 
BLAPZ--?! 













The Sacred 9k Blacksmith 
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•TJhe. Luke doll(?) 





























I want to keep working on improving myself, so that I can 
see everyone’s smile like this every day. That means you 
too, Luke! Smile!! 


t Saitama, Hachiko 


Thank you for all the great postcards! Everyone who was displayed 
here will receive a personalized sketch from Yamada-sensei himself! 
We’re still accepting submissions, so keep on sending them in! 


NOTE: Fan art submissions only open to residents in Japan 


^Me}^ Vacwd C/JUickmu/A 























Hi, everyone! It’s been a while. I’m Lisa! 

With the convening of the “Valbanill Meeting” and the introduction of all the 
VIPs from across the continent, the world that Cecily, Luke and the others 
live in just got a little bit bigger, didn’t it? In order to make the upcoming 
story even more interesting, let me tell you some more about the world of 
The Sacred Blacksmith! 

The 

-The World - 


That strange inhuman with swords sprouting from its back charged straight towards 
its “king.” Aria, a Demon Blade, also feels an odd sense of hatred swelling up inside 
of her at the mention of Valbanill. 


The Imperial Crowd Power (formerly the Empire and the Crowd Powers), along with 
the Militant Nation, use Demon Pacts-fragments of Valbanill’s power--as deterrents 
to prevent a continental war. This is a land that lives by spirit essence, the invisible 
substance exuded by Valbanill. 


To the City, he is “God.” To the Empire, he is “Emperor.” To the Militant Nation, he is 
the “Beast.” To the Crowd Powers, he is “Machina.” Known by many names, the 
legendary inhuman even gave his name as a pseudonym for what was formally 
dubbed “The War of the Pacts.” Valbanill is at the center of everything in our world. 




What is it that 
connects all of 
these things 
together? 

Once we 
discover what 
that is, it will 
make the story 
of The Sacred 
Blacksmith 
that much 
more intriguing! 


Trapped in the clutches of an inescapable fate-- 
Curse the king or use him, the world must still live by him. 












SPIRIT 

ESSENCE 

Spirit 

Essence is 
an invisible 
substance, 
present in 
the air. 
Prayer Pacts 
require 
it to work. 
Demons 
absorb it as 
a source 
of nutrition. 
The source 
of Spirit 


IN THE 
WORLD OP 
THE SACREP 
BLACKSMITH, 
THERE ARE 
LOTS OP OTHER 
CREATURES 
BESIDES 
HUMANS. 
LETS GO 
OVER SOME 
OP THE ONES 
THAT HAVE 
APPEAREP IN 
THE STORy 
SO PAR. 


Essence is 


Valbanill 



itself, who 
naturally 
exudes it 
from its 
prison in 
Blair Volcano. 



DEMON PACTS 

A Demon Pact is triggered when a person chants a “Death Phrase” and makes 
a deal to offer a piece of their flesh to the spirits in the air. The spirits devour 
this flesh and initiate the person’s transformation into a demon. These demons 
were frequently used as weapons during the War of the Pacts, but current 
continental law forbids their use. Death Phrases are said to be carved onto the 
hearts of every individual living on the continent by the same invisible spirits 
that are involved in the formation of Demon Pacts. In the heat of battle, priests 
would chant Prayer Pacts to anesthetize their victim, open their chest cavity and 
read the Death Phrase written on their heart. Then they would force the victim 
to recite it and make a Demon Pact. 

DEMONS 

Demons are the creatures birthed from Demon Pacts. They can take a wide 
variety of forms, from inanimate swords to human bodies. Both Lisa and Aria 
are demons. However, many mysteries still surround them. 



PRAYER PACTS 

A Prayer Pact occurs when a type of ore called “jewel steel” is made to resonate with the spirits in the 
air, causing various miraculous effects. A procedure developed by the first Housman, Prayer Pacts have 
a variety of uses, from powering streetlights to purifying wells to healing injuries. Given how integral 
Prayer Pacts are to their livelihoods, many people revere Blair Volcano—and thus, 

Valbanill-as a god. » / /va \ « 


DEMON BLADES 

Demon Blades are weapons with special powers, created by Demon Pacts. For 
these weapons to have the ability to transform into humans—such as Aria and 
Evadne-the instigator of the Demon Pact must have a deep-seated hatred 
towards “God.” Since most equate “God” with Valbanill, these Demon Blades 
have the power to fight against and even damage the creature. Accordingly, the 
Empire puts great effort into tracking down and collecting Demon Blades. 


m; 




WE KEEP PINDINO 
OUT MORE AND 
MORE ABOUT 
THE WORLD OP 
THE SACREP 
BLACKSMITH! 
THERE'S SO 
MUCH GOING 
ON... WHATS 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN NEXT? 

WE HAVEN'T EVEN 
SETTLED THE 
SCORE WITH 
SIEOPRIEP yET/ 

X CAN'T WAIT 
TO SEE WHATS 
COMING!! 


INHUMANS 

Any creature not human is considered an “inhuman.” It’s a very 
broad identifier, where any non-human creature, from simple stray 
dogs up to tentacle beasts, carnivorous plants and even demons 
fall into this category. 


- 

I * AV 




VALBANILL 

A legendary inhuman, Valbanill’s name 
has even been used as a nickname for 
the War of the Pacts. The stories say that 
centuries ago, he would rage across the 
continent, flattening mountains, cleaving 
the earth and drinking the ocean dry. 

He was eventually sealed inside Blair 
Volcano with a special sword. In the 
present day, it is said that the seal 
holding him won’t last for much longer, 
perhaps only a year... 


( See You Next Time! ) 




Hie World of The Sacred Blacksmith: WORLD SYSTEM DIAGRAM 












A Lazy 
Afterword 

YAMADA-SAN 





OYONE-SAN 
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READING DIRECTIONS 

This book reads from right to left, Japanese style. 
If this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at 
first, but you'll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 
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Now safely home from their trip to the Militant Nation, Cecily, Luke, 
and the others return to their everyday lives. The Independent Trade 
City of Housman is soon struck with increasingly strong earthquakes, 
signaling that the time of ValbanilTs reawakening draws near. 

The pressure only continues to grow as Luke and Cecily learn of the 
Campbell family’s secret curse: the Sheath of the Sacred Blade. Can 
Luke help change Cecily’s destiny before it’s too late? ' 


OLDER TEEN (16+) 
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